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To make certain improvements in the laws administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Minner of Florida introduced the following bill; which was referred to

the Committee on

A BILL

To make certain improvements in the laws administered by

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

1

co ~N N L I W N

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TrTLE.—This Act may be cited as the
“VA Construction and Lease Authorization, Health, and
Benefits Enhancement Aet”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for
this Act 1s as follows:

Sece. 1. Short title; table of contents.
See. 2. Referenees to title 38, United States Code.
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TITLE I—HEALTH CARE MATTELRS
Subtitle A—XNon-Departinent Caie,

101. Veterans Care Agreements,
102. Payment of Tiealth care providers,

Subtith B—Datient Adviciey

T, Cammnmity mestings oin -iniproving e hmmiu-d by Department of
Veterans Aftaivs,

112, Trnpréveinent of awareness of patient advoeaey program and patient
bill of l'ig"ht% of Department of Yeterans Affaiis,

113, Comptroller genéral report en patient advoeaey program of Depart-
tivent.of Veterdns Affairs.

Subtitle '.T—Compllf;la'1(_e_1|I'.m'\_' and I'rit._eg_,'rrzlt.i"*v, [Tealth

121, Pilot program ol integration of complementary alternative medicines
atdd Felated issues for veterans and family niembers of vet-
LVANS,

Sabtitle D—Fitness of Health Carve Providers

o 131, Additional requirements for hiring of hedlth eare providers' by De-.

partinent of Veterans Affairs:

132, Provision of iiformition on healthi oaie providers of Dépaitment of
Veterans Aff’ail_-s to State Medien] Boards,

133. Report on eowrpliance by Department of Veterans Affairs with re-
vews of health eave providers Ie'm"ing the Departinent or trans-
ferving to other facilities,

Subtitle E—Other Maftcis.

. 141, Audit of Veternns Health Adminsteation programs of Department. of

Votevans Aflairs,

TITLE I[—CONSTRUCTION AND FACILIPIES MATTERS

Sae. 201. Authorization -'0_}." certain major medieal facility prajects of the Depait:
ment of Veterans Affairs,

See. 202, Submission of infornation,

See. 203, Authorization of major medical Facility leases..

See. 204, Authorization of sale of Pershing Hall,

See. 205, Authority to enter into eertnin leases at the Department of Velerans
Affaits West Lios Angiles Campus.

TITLE HI—MATTERS RELATING TO TOXIC EXPOSURE

Bee, 301, Delinitions,

See. 302, Natioual eenterfor esearely on thie (1lag11{331~. and freatnient of hvaltil
couditions of the descendants of 1111_11_\_1(11111]3 exposed to toxiv
substances during serviee in the Armed Forees that are related
te sucl servies.

See; 303, Advisoty board. _

See. 304, Declagsification review by Departigent of Defense of cortain ineldents
of exposure of menbers of the Armied Forees to toxie sab-
staneces,
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See. 305 National ontrdach, eampaig on potential long-term health effects of

exposure to toxie substandes Ty ménibers of the Aned Forees.
and their deseendints,

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS
See, 401, 8pecial compensation for lows or Ioss of use of crentive orgaris.
See, 402, Inormation teehnelogy system to assess and improve the lmuily care-
) _ .givcl' program; ;}tlti;m'i‘qf- to expinnd prograin.
Sew, 203, Extension of eost-ofliving adjastrients tor disability eompensation.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise specifically provided, whenever in
this Act an amendment or repeal is expressed in terms
of an amendment to, or repedl of, a section or other provi-
sion, the reference. shall be considered to be made to a
seetion or other provision of title 38, United States Code.

TITLE I—HEALTH CARE
MATTERS
Subtitle A—Non-Department Care.
SEC. 101. VETERANS CARE AGREEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subchapter 1T of chapter 17 18
amended by inserting after seetion 1703 thic following new
seetion:

“$1703A. Veterans Care Agreements with certain
health care providers

“(4) VETERANS CARE AGREEMENTS.—(1) Tn addi-
tion to furnisling hospital care, medical services, or ex-
tended care under this ehapter af facilities of the Doepart-
nient or under contracts or sharing agréements entered
into pursuant to provisions of law other than this section,

the Secretary may furnish sueh care and services to eligi-

fAVHLC\O519164051816.079.%ml (63263111}
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ble veterans through the use of agrecments. entéred into
under this section by the Seeretary with eligible providers.

“(2) The Secretary may enter into Veterans Care
Agreements under this seetion with eligible providers to
furnish hospital care, mediecal services, and extended care
to veterans whom the Secretary determines that fur-
nishing such care and serviees at facilities of the Depart-

ment or under contracts. or sharing agreements- under pro-

visions of law other than this Section is impraciicable or

inadvisable because of the medical condition of” the vet-
elaar, the travel involved, or the natare of the care or scérv-
ices required, or-a combination of such factors.

“(3) The Seeretary indy enter into Veterans Care
Agreements under this section with eligible providers if the
Secretaiy determings that thé hospital care or medical

serviges to be furnished under the agreement is not avail-

able to be furnislied by a non-Department health care pro-

vider under a contract or sharing agreement: entered into

pursuant to provisions of law other-than this seetion.

“(b) VETERAN ELIGIBILITY —Eligibility of a veteran
for care and services under this section shall be deter-
mined as if such care or services were furnished n.a facil-
ity of the Department, and provisions of this title applica-

ble to-veterans receiving such eare and services in a facility

FAVHLC\I51916V051916.078.xm (63263111}
May 19, 2016°(11:56 a.m.)
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1 of the Department shall apply to veterans receiving care

2 and services under this section.

3 “{¢) PROVIDER ELIGIRBILITY. ~—Subject to the certifi-

4 cation process pursuant to subscetion (df_)_('l_), a providoer

5 of hogpital carc, medieal serviees, or extended care is eligi-

6 ble to enter into a Veterans Care Agreement under this
7 section if the Secretary determines that the provider meets

8 ecach of the following eriteria:

9 (1) The grogs annual revenue of the provider
10 in the year preceding the year in which the provider
11 enters into the Veterans Care Agrecment does not
12 exceed $11,000,000 {as adjusted in a manner simi-
13 Jar to amounts adjusted pursuant to seetion 5312 of
14 this title) or, with respeet to a provider that is &
15 nursing  care facility (skilled nursing  facility),
16 $27,500,000 (as so adjusted).

17 “(2) The provider docs not otherwise provide
18 such care or services to patients purstiant to a con-
19 tract entered into with a department or agency of
20 the Federal Governiment.
21 “(3) The provider is—
22 “(A) a provider of services that has en-
23 rolled and -entered into a provider agreement
24 under section 1866(a) of the Sorial Seeurity
25 Act (42 U.8.C. 1395¢e(a));

FAVHLCAO519161051916.07%.xml. (63263111)
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1 “(B) a physician or supplier that has en-

2 rolled and éntered into a participation agree-

3 ment under section 1842(H) of such Act. (42

4 TU.8.C. 1395u(h));

5 () a provider of items and services re-

6 ceiving payment under a State plan under title

7 XIX of such Act (42 U.8.C. 1398 ot seéq.) or

8 a waiver of suel a plan;

9 D) an Aging and Disability Resource
10 Center, an arca agency oun aging, or a State
11 agency {as defined in section 102 of the Older
12 Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C 3002)); or
13 “(E) a center for mdependent living (as
14 detined in section 702 of the Rehabilitation Act
15 of 1973 (29 U.R.C, 796a)).

16 “(4) Any additional eriteria determined: appro-
17 priate hy the Scerctary.

18 “(d) PROVIDER CERTIFICATION.—(1) The Secretary
19 shall establish ‘a process for the certification of eligible
20 providers to enter into Veterans (are Agreements under
21 this séetion that shall, 4t a minimom, set forth the fol-
22 lowing:

23 “(A) Procedures for the submission of applica-
24 tions for certification and deadlines for actions taken
25 by the Secretary with respect to. such applications.

FAWVHLC0519161051916,078.xm)
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1 “(B) Standards and procedures for the ap-
2 proval and denial of eertifications and the revocation
3 of certifications.

4 “(() Procedures for asscssing eligible providers
5 based on. the visk of fraud, waste, and abuse of such
6 providers similar to the level of sereening under see-
7 tion 1866()(2)(B) of the Soeial Security Act (42
8 U.S.C0 13953)(2)(B)) and the standards set forth
9 under scetion 9.104 of title 48, Code of Federal
10 Regulations, or any successor regulation.
11 (D) Reguiremient for denial or revocation of
12 certification it the Sceretary determines that the
13 othervise eligible provider is—
14 “(1) excluded from participation in a Ifed-
15 eral health care program (as defined in séetion
16 1128B(f) of the Social Seenrity Act (42 U.S.C.
17 1320a~7h(f))). under scetion 1128 or 1128A of
18 the Social Security Act (42 U.S.0. 1320a-7
19 and 1320a-Ta); or
20 “(i1) identified as an oxeluded sowrce on
21 the list maintained in the System for Award
22 Management, or any suceessor system.
23 ‘“{E) Procedures by whieh a provider whose cor-
24 tification is denied or vevoked under the procedures
25 established under this subsection will be identified as
FAVHLC\05191610519816,079.xml (63263111}

May 19, 2016°(11:56 a.m.}



FAVAWAIARWMINIBUS. V2. XML

8
1 an excluded source on the list maintained in the Sys-
2 tem for Award Management, or suceessor system, if
3 the Secretary determnines that sueh exelusion is ap-
4 propriate.
5 “(2) To the extent, practicable, the Seerctary shall es-
6 tablish the procedures under paragrapll (1) in a manner
7 that takes into aceount. any certification process adiminis-
8 tered by another department or agency of the Federal
9 Government that an eligible provider has completed by
10. reason of being a provider -deseribed in any of subpara-
11 graphs (A) through (E) of subscetion (¢)(3).
12 “{e) TERMS OF AGREEMENTS—(1) The Seeretary
13 shall ensure that each Vetérans Care Agreement include
14 provisions requiring the eligible provider to do the fol-
15 lowing:
16 “{A) To accept payment for care and services
17 furnished under this section in accordance. with
18. paragraph (2).
19 “(B) To accept payment under subparagraph
20 (A) as payment in full for care and services fur-
21 nished under thiy section and to not seek any pay-
22 ment for such care and services from the recipient
23 of such ecare,
24 “(C1 To furnish under this section (}1‘-11_\-’--Lfl'1'e care
25 and gervices authorized by the Depamtment under
FAVHLC\0519161051816,079,.xml (63263111}
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9
this section unless the eligible provider réceives prior
written consent from the Department to furnish care
and services outside the seope of such anthorization.

“.;('D')' To bill the Departiment for care and serv-
ices furnished under this seetion in accordance with
a methodology established by the Secretary for pur-
poses of this seetion.

“(EY Not to seck to recover or colleet from a
health-plan contract or third party {as those terms
arc defined in section 1729 of this title) for any care
or servides for which payment is wade by the De-
partment under this section.

“(I) To provide medical records for veterans
furnished care and services under this section to the
Department in a timefranic and format speeified by
the Sceretary for purposes of this section, except the
Seeretary may not require that any payment hy the
Secrefary to the eligible provider be contingent on
such provision of medical records.

“(@) To meet other such terms and conditions,
including quality of care assurance standards, as the
Sceretary may specify for purposes of this section.

“{2)(A) Exeept as provided in subparagraphs ()

24 through (@), rates negotiated for careé and services fur-

25. nished under a Veterans Care Agreements shall not be

FVHLE\0519161051916.079.xml (63263111)
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more than thé rates paid by the United States to a pro-

ok

vider of services (as defined in section 1861(n) of the So-
cial Security Aet (42 T.S.C 1895x(n)) or a supplier (as
defined in scetion T861(d) of sneh Act (42 U.RC
1395x(d))) under the Medieare program under title XVIII
of the Social Security Aet (42 U.8.C. 1395 et seq.) for
the same care or services.

“(B) With respect to the furnishing” of care or serv-

ices under this seetion to an eligible veteran who resides

—t

in a highly raral arca (as defined under the rural-urban

[
—

commuting arca codes developed by the Sceretary of Agri-

[—
b

culture and the Sceretary of ITealth and Human Serviees),

b
L

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may negotiate. a rate

[
=

that is more than the rate paid by the United States as

H
u‘.

described in subparagraph (B).

—
O

“(C) With respect to furnishing care or services

o
~J

under a Veterans Care Agreenient in Alaska, the Alaska

—
oo

Fee Schedule of the Department of Veterans Affairs will

—
o

- be followed, exeept for-when another payment agreement,

including a contract or provider agréement, is, in place.

NI
_—

(D) With respeet to fuinishing cave or serviees

under a Veterans Care Agreement in a State with an All-

[ o S 8

Payer Model Agreement under the Social Sceurity Act,

(]
=

that hecame effectivé on or after January 1, 2014, the

3]
th

Medicare payment rates under clause (1) shall be eal-

TAVHLCI0B19161051916.079:xm! {63263111)"
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11
culated based on the paymeént rates under such agreement,
or-any su'(':h suceessor agreéement.
“(H) With respect to furnishing care or serviees

under a Veterans {are Agreement in a region in which

‘the Sceretary determines that adjusting the rate paid by

the United States as deseribed in subparagraph (A) is ap-
propriate, the Secretary may negotiate such an adjusted
rate.

‘(I With respect to furnishing care or services
under a Veterans Care Agreemnent in a location or in a
gituation in which an exeeption to the rates paid by the
IInited States under the Medicare program nnder tfitle
NVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.8.CL 1395 et seq.)
for the same care or services applies, the Secrctary shall
follow such exeéption,

“{ 1) With respeet to furnishing: care or services
under a Veterans Care Agreement for éare o services not
eovered under the Medicare program under title XVIII of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.CL 1395 et seq.), the Sec-
retary shall establish a schedule of fees for such care or
SErvIeds,

“Ufy BxeLrsioN oF CErTAIN  FEDERAL Cox-
TRACTING PROVISIONS.—(1) Notwithstanding any -other

provision of law, the Seeretary may enter into a Veterans

FAWHLC\O51916Y051918.079.xml (632631(1)
May 18, 2016 {11:56 a.m.).
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Care Agreenieht using procedures other than competitive
nrovedares.

“(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (13) and
wuless otherwise provided in this seetion, au dligible pro-
vider that enters inteo a Veterans Care A-grcmne.nt under
this section is not subj éct to, in the carrving out of the
agreement, any provision of law that providers of services.
and suppliers under the original Medicare fee-for-service
program under parts A and B of title XVIII of the Sodal
Seeurity Act (42 U.B.C, 1395 et seq.) or the Medieaid pro-
gram under title XIX of such Act (49 U.S.C. 1396 ¢t sei(.)
are not suhject to.

“(B) In addition to the provisions of laws covered by
subparagraph (A), .an eligible provider shall be subjeet to
the following provisions of law:

“(1) Any applicable law regarding integrity, oth-
ics, or fraud, or that subject a person to -civil oir
eriminal penalties.

“(ii) Section 431 of title 18.

(i) Nection 1352 of title 31, except for the fil-
ing vequirenients under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion.

“(iv) Secetion 4705 or 4712 of title 41, and any
other applicable law regarding the protection of

whistleblowers.

FAVHLE0519161051916.078.xml 163263111)
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13
“(v) Section 4706(d) of title 41.
“(vi) Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

(42 U.B.0 2000¢ et seq.) to the saine extent as

such title applies with respeet to the-eligible provider

m providing eare oir serviees through an agreement,

or arrangement: other than under a Veterans Care

Agreement.

“(C) An eligible provider that reecives a. paynient
from the Federal Government pursuant to a Veterans
Care Agreement shall not be treated as a Federal con-
tractor or-subeéontractor by the Office of Federal Contract
Compliance Progiams of the Department of Labor hased
on the work performed or actions taken by such eligible
provider that resulted in the réccipt of such payments.

“g) TERMINATION OF A VETERANS CARE AGREE-
MENT.—(1) An cligible provider may terminate a Veterans
Clare Agrecment with the -Sceretary under this seetion at

such time and. upon such notice to the Secretary as the

- Secretary may specify for purposes of this section.

“t.ﬁ-) The Stét_tl".natifl.t-'ﬁ' may terminate a Veterans Cave
Agreement with an eligible provider nnder this section at
such time and upon such notice to tlie cligible provider
as the Secretary may speeity for the purposes of this see-

tion, 1f the Sceretary-—

EAVHLC\0519168\051818.078.xml (63263111}
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“(A) determines that the eligible provider failed
to. comply with the provisions of the agreemcnt or
this section orvther applicable provision of law;

“(B3) makes a revocation pursuant to subscetion
(1) ()

“(() ascertains that the eligible provider has
been convicted of a felony or othér serious offense
under Federal or State law and. determines that the
continuied partivipation ‘of the eligible provider would
be detrimental to the best interests of® veterans of
the Departinent; or

“(1) determines that it is reasonabte to termi-

nate the agreement based on the health care needs

of veterans.

“(h} DisrurTEs.—(1) Thé Secretary shall establish

administrative procedures for eligible providers with which.

the Seeretary has entéred into a Veterans Care Agreement

18 to present any dispute arising under or related to the

19 agréement.

20

“(2) Before using any dispute vesolution mechanism

21 under chapter 71 of title 41 with respect to a dispute aris-

22 mg under a Veterans Carce Agreement under this seetion;

23 an cligible provider must first exhaust the administrative

24 procedures established Dy the Seeretary under paragraph

25 (1).

FAVHLC\0519161051916:079.xml (632631(1)
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“(i) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than October 1

of the year following the fiscal year in which the Secretary
first enters into a Veterans Care Agreement, and cach
year thercafter, the E%eci*ei;a.xw shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees an annual report that in-
cludes—
“(1) a lst of all Veterans Care Agréements en-
tered into as of the date of the report; and
“(2) summaries of each determination made by
the Seerctary under subsection (h){(2) during the fis-
cal year covered by the report,

In carrying out this sce-

“(J) QUALITY OF CARE.
tion, the Seeretary shall use the quality of care standards
set forth or nsed by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Séivices.

“(k) DELBGATION.—The Seerctary may delegate the
authority to cnter into or ferminate a Veterans Care
Agreement, or to make a determination described in sub-
scetion (h)(2), at a level not below the Assistant Deputy
Uiider Seeretary for ITealth for Community Care.

“{) SuxsEr.—The Secretary may uot enter into or
rencéw .a Veterans Care Agreement under this seetion after
Septentber 30, 2017,

“(m) DEFINITIONS —In this section:

£WHLC\0519164051916.079.xml (63263117)
May-19, 2016 {11:56 a.m)
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“(1) The term ‘appropriate congressionial com-
mittees’ means—
“(A) the Conimittees on Veterans' Affairs
of the Iouse of Representatives and the Sen-
ate; and
“(B) the Committees on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Senate.
“(2) The term ‘eligible provider’ means a pro-
vider of hospital care, medical services, or extended
¢are that the Scéeretary determmines 18 chgible to
enter into Veterans Clare Agreements under sub-
seetion {e).

“(3) The term ‘Veterans Care Agreement’
means an aereement entered into by the Secrétary
with an eligible provider under subsection (a)(1).”.

(b} CLBRICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of scetions

17 at the beginning of ehapter 17 is aniended by inserting

18 after the item relating to section 1703 the following neéw

19 ijtem:

“1703A. Veterans Care Agreements with cortain health eare providers,”,

20 SEC.102. PAYMENT OF HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS.

21

) IN GENERAL —Chapter 17 1s aniended by insert-
a . | A

22 ing after seetion 17034, as added by section 101, the fol-

23 lowing new gection:

HEWHLC\OE1916\051916,079.xmi (63263111}
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“§1703B. Payment of health care providers
“(a) PROMPT PAYMENT.—If, in making payments to

non-Department health care providers under contracts or

- sharing agrcenients entered into pursnant to this chapter

or any other provision of law, the Seerctary is required
to pay any fees or penaltics hy veason of not fully com-
plying with chapter 39 of title 31 {commonly referred to
as the ‘Prompt Payment Aect’), such fees or penalties shall
be derived from the Medical Services account of the De-
partment,

“i(b) QUARTERLY REPORTS—On a quarterly hasis
during fiscal years 2018 through 2022, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committees on Veterans Affairs of the
[Touse of Representatives and thie Senate a report, with
respeet to the quarter covered by the report, identifving
cach fee or penalty paid by the Sceretary forr nof fully com-
plying with chapter 39 .of title 31 as deseribed in sub-
section (a) and including an explanation .of the reason the
Secretary did not. fully comply with such chapter 39..

(1) CLBRICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections
at the beginning of chapter 17 is amended by ingerting
after the item relating to scetion 17034, as added by sce-
tion 101, the following new: item:

“17081. Payment of health-care providers.”.

EWHLC\0519164051916,079.%ml (63262111)
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1 Subtitle B—Patient Advocacy
2 SEC. 111. COMMUNITY MEETINGS ON IMPROVING CARE
3 FURNISHED BY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
4 AFFAIRS.
5 {a) COMMUNITY MEETINGS.—
6 (1) MEDICAL CENTERS.—Not Jater than 90
7 days after the date. of the endctment of this A¢t, and
g not less frequently than once every 90 days theve-
9 after, the Secretary shall ensure that each medical
10 facility of the Departiment of Veterans Affairs hosts
11 A conmmmunity meeting open to the public on mproy-
12 ing health care furnislied by the Seeretary.
13 (2) COMMUNITY BASED OUTPATIENT CLIN-
14 108.—Not later than one year after the date of the
15 enactment of this Act, and not less fiequently than
16 annually thereafter, the Seerctary shall. ensure that
17 cach emnmunity based eutpatient clinie of the De-
18- partment losts a c-(}'mmunity meeti}n_g open to the
19 public on improving health care furnished by the
20 Seeretary.
21 (b) ATTENDANCE BY DIRECTOR OF VETERANS INTE-
22 GRATED SERVICE NETWORK OF DESIGNEE,—
23 (1) IN GENERAL—Iach comniunity meeting
24 hosted by a medical faeility or community hased out-
25 patient clini¢ under subsection (a) shall be attended
HVHLC519161061016,079.xml (632631/1)
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by the Dircetor of the Veterans Integrated Serviee

Network in whiceli the medical faeility or community
based outpatient clinie, as the case may be, is lo-
cated. Subject to paragraph (2), the Director may
delegate such attendanee ouly to an employee wio
works in.the Office of the Director.

{2) ATTENDANCE BY DIRECTOR.—Each Diree-
tor of a Veterans Integrated Service Network shall
personally attend not less than one ¢ommunity meet-
g under subscetion {a) hosted b}"- each medieal fa-
'ei]ity located in tlic Veterans Integrated Serviee Not-
work eacl vear,

(¢) NOTICE,—Tlie Secretary shall notity the Com-

mittee on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate, the Committee
on Veterans’ Affaiis of the House of Representatives, and
cach Member of Congress (as defined in seetion 104) who
represents the area i which the medieal facility is located
of a community meeting under subsection (a) by not later
than 10 days before sueh comnmunity meeting:occurs.

SEC, 112. IMPROVEMENT OF AWARENESS OF PATIENT AD-

VOCACY PROGRAM AND PATIENT BILL OF
RIGHTS OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

Not later-than 90 days after the date of the enact-

25 ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall,

FAVHLC\O51916\051916.079.xml (63263111}
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1 in as many prominent loeations as the Secretary déter-
2 mines appropriate to be seen by the largest percentage of
3 'pa,_t'im_-lts and family members of patients at ¢ach medical
4 facility of the Department of Veterans Affairs—
5 {1) display the purposes of the Patient Advo-
6 cacy Program of the Department and the contact in-
7 formation for the patient advocate at such medieal
8 facility; and
9 (2) display the rights and responsibilities of—
10 (A) patients and family menbars and pa-
11 tients at such medieal facility; and
12 (B) with respect to community living den-
13 ters and other residential facilities of the De-
14 partment, residents and family members of resi-
15 dents-at such medieal facility.
16 SEC. 113. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON PATIENT
17 ADVOCACY PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF
18 VETERANS AFFAIRS.
10 (a) IN GENERAL—Not [ater than two yvears after the
20 date of the enactment of this Aet, the Comptroller Géneral

2
i

of the United States shall submit to the Committee on

e
353

. Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Conimittee on Vet-

2
L

cransg’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report

=~

on the Patient Advocacy Program of the Department of

fAWHLC\051916\0519816.079.xml {632631/1}
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1 Veterans Affairs (in this section referred to as the “Pro-
2 gram’),

3 (b} BLEMENTS.—The report required by subsection
4 {a) shall include the following:
5 (1} A description of the Progran, ineluding—
6 (A) the purpose of thie Program;
7 (B3) the activities carried out under the
8 Program; and
9 (C) the sufficiency of the Program in
10 achieving the purpose ¢f the Program.
11 (2) An assessment of the sufficiency of staffing
12 of employees of the Department responsible for car-
I3 rying out the Program.
14 (3) An assessment of the sufficiency of the
15 training of such employees,
16 (4) An assessment of—
17 (A) the awarcndss -of the Program among
18 veterans and family members of veterans; and
19 (B) the use of the Program by veterans
20 and family members of vetérans.
21 (5) Such recormmendations and proposals for
22 improving or ﬁ'lodiﬁying. the Program as the Comp-
23 trofler General eonsiders appropriate.
FAWVHLCWOE19181051216.079.xml (63263111}
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1 (6) Suech other information with respect to the
Program as the Comptroller General considers ap-
propriate.
Subtitle C—Complementary and
Integrative Health

PLEMENTARY ALTERNATIVE MEDICINES AND

o)

3

4

5

6 SEC. 121. PILOT PROGRAM ON INTEGRATION OF COM-
7

8 RELATED ISSUES FOR VETERANS AND FAM-
9

ILY MEMBERS OF VETERANS,

10 (a) PILOT PROGRAM.—
11 (1) IN GENERAL: Not latér than fwo years
12 after the date of tlie enactment of this Act, the Sec-
13 retary of Veterans Affairs shall commence a pilot
14 program to assess the feasibility and advisability of
15 using wellness-based programs (as. defined hy the
16 Seerctaw) to complement the provision of pain man-
17 agement and related licalth care services, melnding
18 mental health care services, to veterans.
19 (2) MATTERS ADDRESSED.—In ¢arrying out. the
20 pilot. program, the Sceretary shall assess the fol--
21 lowing:
22 (A) Means of improving coordination be-
23 tween Federal, State, local, and community pro-
24 viders of health eare in the provision of pain
HWVHLCY0510161051816.079.xrml (63263111)
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management and related Irealth care services to
veterans.

(B) Means of enthareing outreach, and co-
ordination of outreach, by and among providers
of health eare referred to in subparagraph (A)
on the pain management and related health
care services available to veterans.

(C) Means of usiig wellness-hased pro-
grams of providers of health care referred to in
subparagraph (A) as complenicnts. to the provi-
sion. hy the Department of pain managemoent
and related health caie services to veterans,

(D) Whaether wellness-based programs de-
seribed in subparagraph ((H—

(1) dre effective in enhancing the (ual-
ity of life and wall-being of veterans;

(i) are cffeetive in mereasing the ad-
herence of veferans to the primary pain
managetnent and related healtl care serv-
ices provided such veterans by the Depart-
mernt;

(iii} have an effect on the sense of
well-being of veterans who reeeive primary
pain management and velated health care

services from the Department; and.

(63283111}
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1 (iv) are effective in encouraging vet-
2 erans receiving health care from the De-

3 partment to adopt a more healthy lifestyle.
4 (b} Durarion—The Secrctary shall carry out the
5 pilot program under subscetion (g4)}(1) for-a period of three

0 years.

7 {¢) LOCATIONS. —

8 (1) FaciLiries,—The Seeretary shall carry out
9 the pilot program under subsection (a)(1) at faali-
10 ties of the Department providing pain management
11 and related health care services, 'in('-.ludi'ng: mental
12 health eare services, to veterans. In seleeting such
13 facilities to earry out the pilot program, the Seg-
14 retary shall seléet not fewer that 15 medical centers
15 of the Department, of which not fewer than two.
16 shall be polytrauma rehabilitation eenters of the De-
17 partment.

18 (2) MEDICAL CENTERS WITH PRESCRIPTION
19 RATES OF OQPIOIDS THAT CONFLICT WITH CARE
20 STANDARDS.—In selucting the medical centers under
21 paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give priority to
22 inedieal eenters of the: Departinent at which there is
23 a preseription rate of opioids that confliets with ot
24 is otherwise inconsistent with the standards of ap-
25 propriate and safe care,

WHLCW051918W51916.079,%ml {63263111)
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(d) PROVISION OF SERVICES.-—Under the pilot pro-

gram under subseetion (a)(1), the Seerctary shall provide
covered services to covered veterans by integrating com-
plemientary and alternative medicines and  intégrative
health serviees with other services provided by the Depart-

ment at the niedical eénters selected under subsection {¢).

(¢) COVERED VETERANS.—Ior purpoeses of the pilot

program under subsection (a)(1), a covered veteran is any

veteran who—

(1} has a mental health condition diagnosed by
a clinician of the Department;

(2) experiences clonie pain;

(3) has a chronie condition being treated by a
clinician of the Department; or

(4) is not déseribed in paragraph (1), (2), or
(3) and requests to participate in the pilot progran
or is referred hy a elinician of the Department who
ig treating the veteran.
(f) COVERED SERVICES,—

(1) IN GENERAL—For purposes of the pilot
program, covered services are services comsisting of
complementary and integrative health services as se-

leeted by the Sceretary.

fAVHLC\051916051916.079.xml. (632631H)
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(2) ADMINISTRATION OF SERVICES.—Covered

servieds shall be administered under the pilot pro-

aram as follows:

(A) Covered services shall be admimistered
by professionals or other instructors with ap-
propriate training and expertise it .complemen-
tary and integrative health services who ave em-
]_)1(_)yees_ of the Department or with whom the
Départnient enters into an agreement to pro-
vide such services.

(B) Covered services shall be included as
part. of the Patient Aligned Care Teams initia-
tive of the Office of Patient Care Services, Pri-
mary Care Program Offiee, in coordination with
the Office of Patient Centered Care and Cul-
tural Pransformation.

() Covered services shall he made availl-
able to—

(i) covered veterans wlio have received
conventional treatments from the Depart-
ment for the eonditions for which the cov-
ered veteran seeks c¢omplémentary and in-
tegrative licalth serviees under the pilot

program; and

163269111
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1 (11) covered vetérans who liave not re-
2 ceived eonventional treatments from the
3 Department for such conditions.

4 (g) REPORTS.—

) (1) IX GENERAL.—Not ldater than 30 months
6 after the date on which the Secretary commences the
7 pilot program under subsection (a)(1), the Seeretary
8 shiall submit to the Committee on \_fetté'l"al.l:ls" Affairs
9 of the Senate and the Committec on Veterans' Af-
10 fairs of the Touse of Representatives 4 report on fic:
11 pilot program.

12 {2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph:
13 (1) shall include the following:

14 (A) The findings and conclusions of the
15 Sceretary with respeet to the pilot program
16 under subscetion (a)(1), neluding with respeet
17 to—

18 () the use and. efficacy of the com-
19 plementary and integrative health serviees
20 established under the pilot program;
21 (ii) the outreach conducted by the
22 Scerctary to informm veferans and commu-
23 nity organizations about the pilot. program;
24 and.

fAVHLC\051916\051916.079.xmi {63263111)
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1 '('iii_') an assessment of the benefit of
2 the pilot program to covered veterans in
3 mental health  diagnoses, pain  imanage-
4 ment, and treatment of ¢hronic illness.
5 (I3) Identification of any unresolved har-
6 riers that impede the ability of the Seeretary to
7 incorporate c¢omplementary  and iintegr'-a,tiife
8 health services with other health care services
9 provided by the Department.
10 (C)) Sieh vecommiendations for the continu-
11 ation or expansion of” the pilot program as the
12 Becretary considers appropriate.
13 () COMPLEMENTARY AND INTEGRATIVE HEALTH
14 DEFINED.—In this section, the term. “complementary and
15 integrative health’ shall have the meaning given that term:
16 by the National Iustitutes of IHealth.
17 Subtitle D—Fitness of Health Care
18 Providers
19 SEC. 131. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR HIRING OF
20 HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS BY DEPARTMENT
21 OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
22 As part of the hiving process for cach health care pro-
23 vider constdered for a position at the Department ot Vet-
24 erans Affairs after the date of the enactment of the Aet,
25 the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall require from the
FAWVHLEWE1616\051916.079.xmi {63263111)
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1 medical board of cach State in which the health care pro-

2 wvider has a medical license
3 (1) information on any vielation of the require-
ments of the medical license of the health care pro-
vider during the 20-year period preéccding the con-
sideration of the health care provider by the Depart-
ment; and

(2) information on whether the health care pro-

O o~ O e

vider has entered into any settlement agreement for
10 the disciplinary charge relating to the practice of
11 medicine by the health care provider.

12 SEC. 132. PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON HEALTH CARE

13 PROVIDERS OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
14 AFFAIRS TO STATE MEDICAL BOARDS..
15 Notwithstanding section H52a of title 5, United

16 States Code, with respeet to caeh health care provider of
17 the Department of Veterans Affairs who has violated a
18 réquirenent of tlie medical license of the licalth care pro-.
19 vider, the Seeretary of Veterans Affairs shall provide to
20 the medical board of each. State in which the health care
21 provider is Ticensed detailed information with respect to
22 such violation, regardless of whether such board has tor-

23 mally requested sueh information.

EWVHLC\0619164051916.079.xml (6326311)
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1 SEC., 133, REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BY DEPARTMENT OF
2 VETERANS AFFAIRS WITH REVIEWS OF
3 HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS LEAVING THE DE-
4 PARTMENT OR TRANSFERRING TO OTHER
5 FACILITIES,

6 Not later than 180 days affer the date of the enact-
7 ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans. Affairs shall
8 submit to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the Sen-
9 ate and the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the House
10 of Representatives a report on-the compliance by the De-
11 partment of Veterans Affairs with the pelicy of the De-
12 partment—
13 (1) to conduet a review of each health care pro-
14 vider of the Department who transfers to another
15 medival faeility of the Departiment, retires, or is ter-
16 minated to determine ‘whether there are any con-
17 cerns, complaints, or allegations of violations relat-
18 ing' to the medical practice of the health care pro-
19 vider; and.
20 (2) to take appropriaté action with respect to
21 any such concern, complaint, or allegation.
FAVHLC\0519161051916:079.xm (63263111
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Subtitle E—Other Matters
SEC. 141. AUDIT OF VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
PROGRAMS OF DEPARTMENT -OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) Auprr.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
seck to enter into a eontract with & nongovernmental enti-
ty under which the entity shall conduet a audits of the
programs of the Veterans Health Administration of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to identify wways to im-

prove the furnishing of benefits and health care adminis-

11 tdred by the Veteérans Health Administration fo veterans
12 and fa.inilies- of veterans.
13 (b) AUDIT REGUIREMENTS.—In cariying out each
14 audit under subsection (a); the entity shall perform the
15 following:
16 (1) Five-year risk assessments to identify the
17 funetions, staff organizations, and staff offices of the
18 Veterans Health Administration that would lead to-
19 wards the greatest improvement in furnishing of
20 Denefits and health eare to veterans and families of
21 veterans.
22 (2) Development of plans that are iformed by
23 the Tisk assessment under paragraph (1) to eonduet
24 audits of the functions, staff organizations, and staff
25 offices identified under paragraph. (1),
fAYHLC\0519161051916.079.xm} {632631H)
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1 (3) Conduct audits in accordance with the plans:
2 developed pursnant to paragraph (2).
3 (¢) REPORTS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
4 on which cach audit is completed nnder subseetion {a),
5 the Seerotary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans
6 Affairs of the Ionse of Representatives and the Senate
7 & report that meludes—
8 (1) a summary of the andit;
9 (2) the findings of the entity that. conducted the
10 andit with respectto the audit; and
11 (3) such reeommendations as the Sceretary de-
12 termines appropriate for legislative or administrative
13 action to improve the furnishing of henefits and
14 liealth. care to veterans and families of veterans.
15 TITLE II—CONSTRUCTION AND
16 FACILITIES MATTERS
17 SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN MAJOR MEDICAL
18 FACILITY PROJECTS OF THE DEPARTMENT
19 OF-VETERANS AFFAIRS.
20 (a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Seeretary of Veterans Af-
21 fairs may carry out the following major medical facility
22 projects, with each projeet to be carried out in an amount
23 ot to exeeed the amount specified for that project:
24 (1) Seisniic corrections to buildings, ineluding
25 retrofitting and replacement of high-risk buildings,
FAVHLC\O51916\051916.079.xml  (63263111)
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in San Franciseo, Clalifornia, in an amount not to

exceed $175,880,000.

(2) Seismic corrections to facilities; meluding
facilities to support homeless veterans, at the med-

ieal conter in West Lios Angeles, California, in an
. o ¥ . B Y

amount not to exceed $100,250,000.

(8) Seisnie corrections to the mental health
and comniunity living center in Long Beach, Cali-
fornia, in an amount not to exceed $282,100,000.

(4) Construction of an outpatient ¢linie, admin-
istrative space, eemetery, and eolumbarinm m Ala-
meda, California, in an amount. not to execed
$83,782,000.

{5} Realignment of medical facilities in Liver-
more, California, in an amount not to -exceed
$188,650,000.

(6) Construction of a 1eplacement commmnity
living center in Pervy Point, Maryland, i an
amount not to exceed $92,700,000.

(7) Seismic corrections and other renovations to
several buildings and vonstruction of a specialty care
building in American Lake, Washington, in an
amomit not to exeeed $13,830,000.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR COXN-

25 STRUCTION.—There is authorized to be appropriated to

FAVHLE\051916\051816.079.xml (63263111)
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1 the Seeretary of Veterans Affairs for fiseal year 2016 or
2 the year in'which funds are appropriated for the Construe-
3 tion, Mauajor Projects, accotint, $937,192,000 for the
4 projeets antherized in subsection (a).
5 {¢) LpvITATION~—The projects anthorized in sub-
6 section (a) may only be carried out using—
7 (1) tunds appropriated for fiscal year 2016 puar-
8 sunant to the a_utl1_'_0"_1"iza,ti()’n of appropriations in sub-
9 section (b):
10 (2) funds available for Construetion, Major
11 Projects, for a fiscal year hefore fiscal year 2016
12 that remain available for obligation;
13 (3) funds available for Construction, Major
14 Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2016 that
15 remain available for-obligation;
16 (4) funds appropriated for Construetion, Major
17 Projects, for fiseal vear 2016 forr a category of activ-
18 ity not specific to a p‘mj‘éct_;
19 (5) funds appropriated for Construetion, Major
20 Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal year 2016 for
21 a category of activity not specific to a ])I-'()j_t!_(,‘.-t; and
22 (6) funds appropriated for Constrnetion, Major
23 Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2016 for
24 a-catagory of activity not specific to a project.
FAYHLC\051916\051916:079.m1  (63263111)
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1 SEC. 202. SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Not later than 90 days after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act, for each project authorized in seetion

SEC.

2(a), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall subinit to the
Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the House of Rep-

- resentatives and the Senate the following information:

(1Y A line item aceountirg of expenditures re-

lating to construction management carried out by

the Department of Veterans Affairs for such praject.

(2) The future amounts that are budgeted to be.
obligated for construetion nianagement earried out.
by the Depavtmient for such project.

(3) A justification for the expenditures de-

seribed in paragraph. {1) and the future amounts de-

seribed in paragraph (2).
(4) Any agreement entered inte by the See-

retary tegarding tlic Arny Corps of Eugineers pro-

viding serviees relating to such project, including re-

imbursement- agreements and the costs to the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs for such: services..

203, AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAIL FACILITY
LEASES.

The Seerctary of Veterans Affairs may carry out the

24 following major medical facility leases at the locations

25 speeified, and in an amount for cach lease not to exceed

fAWHLC\O519164051916.079.xmi {(63263111)
May 19, 2016 (11:56-a.m.)



FAVAWAIARWMINIBUS_V2.XML

36

1 the amount shown for such location (not meluding any es-

2 timated eancellation costs):

3 (1} For an outpatient elini¢, Ann Arbor, Michi-
4 gan, au amonnt not to exceed $17,093,000.
5 (2) For an outpatient mental health elinie, Bir-
6 mingham, Alabama, an amount not to exceed
7 $6,971,000.
8. (3) For an outpatient specialty clinie, Bir-
9 mingham, Alabama, an amount not to  exceed
10 $10,479,000.
11 (4) For rescarch space, Boston, Massaclusetts,
12 an amount not to exceed $5,497,000.
13 (5) TFor research space, Charlestor, South
14 Carolina, an amount not to exceed $6,581,000.
15 (6) For an outpatient clinic, Daytona Beach,
16 Florida, an amount not to exceed $12,664,000.
17 (7} For Chief Busingss Office Purchased Care
18 office space, Denver, Colorado, an amount not fo éx-
19 ceed $17,215,000.
20 (8) For an outpatient clinie, Gainesville, Flor-
21. ida, an amount not to exceed $4,686,000,
22 (9) For an outpatient elini¢, Hampton Roads,
23 Vii'gilliﬂ.-_, an amonnt not to exceed $18,124,000.
24 (10) Tor vesearch space Mission Bay; Cali-
25 fornia, an.amount not to exceed $23,454,000.
FAVHLCAO51916\051016:079.ml (63263111)
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1 (11) For an outpatient elinie, Missoula, Mon-
2 tana, an amount not to exceed $7,130,000.
3 (12) For an outpatient clinie, Northern Colo-
4 rado,  Colorado, an amount not to  exceed
5 $8,776,000.
6 (13) For an outpatient cliniec, Ocala; Florida,
7 an amount not to-exceed $5.279,000.
8 (14) For an outpatient clinie, Oxnard, Cali-
g fornia, ath amount not te exceed $6,297,000.
10 {15) For an outpaticnt chnie, Pike (County,
11 Gieorgia, an amount net to. execed $5,757,000.
12 (16) For an putpatient ¢linie, Portland, Maine,
13 an amount not to exceed $6,846,000.
14 (17) For an outpatient clinie, Raléigh, North
15 Carolina, an amount not to exceed $21,607,000.
16 (18) For an outpatient c¢linie, Santa Rosa, Cali-
17 fornia, an amount not to exceed $6,498,000,
18 SEC: 204. AUTHORIZATION OF SALE OF PERSHING HALL.
19 Section 403 of the Veterans' Benefits Programs Im-
20 provement Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-86; 38 U.8.C.
21 2400 note) is amended by adding at the end the following
22 new subsection:
23 “(f) AUTHORIZATION OF SALE—~—(1) The Secrctary
24 may sell for fair market value Pershing Hall and transfer
25 and convey to the purchaser all right, title, and interest
fAVHLC\051916\051916.079,xml  (63263111)
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of the Uniited States in or to sueh property. The Seeretary

shall determine fair market value based on an independent:
assessment conducted by another department ov ageney
of the Federal Governmieut or a nongovernmental entity.
The Sceretary may only aceept money as consideration for
such sale.

“(2) It the Secretaiy sells Pershing Hall pursuant to

paragraph (1), the Secretary shall return to the entity

from which the United States acquired Pershing ITall pur-
suant to the Aet of June 28, 1935, (Chapter 323; 49 Stat.
426) any personal property (ineluding memorabilia re-
garding General Pershing and the Amervican Expedi-
tionary Forces in France during World War 1) in the pos-
session of the Department of Veterans Affairs as of the
date of the enactment. of this subsection that was located
i Pershing Iall (or otherwise associated with Pershing
Iall) on the date of such acquisition,

“(3) The funds veceivid by the Seéretary pursuant
to the sale of Pershing Iall under paragraph (1) shall
be deposited in the ‘Construction, Major Projects’ account
of the _].)(;])&1_"[.-111‘9.1‘11; and he made availa.ble,_ without: fiscal
year l’:imita;tion, for the purposes of such dvconit,

“(4)(A) Effective on the day after the date of ‘the sale
of Pershing Hall authorized under paragraph (1), the au-

thority of the Sceretary to carry out subsections (a), (b),

f\WHLCY0519164051916.079.xmi {63263111)
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{e), and (L) shall terminate except for purposes of carrying'
out paragraph (2) of this subsection.

“B) Effective on the date that is one yvear after the
date of the sale of Pershing ITall authorized wuder para-
graph (1), the Pershing Hall Revolving FPund shall be
abolishied and the corpus of thie fund, including acerued
interest, shall be deposited in the ‘Construetion, Major
I?l'qjc(?,tjs-_" account of the Department and be made avail-
able, without fiseal year hmitation, for the purposes of
such aceount.”’.

SEC. 205. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO CERTAIN LEASES AT
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WEST 1.OS ANGELES CAMPUS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Seeretary of Veterans Affairs
may carry out leases deseribed in subsection (b) at the
Departinent. of Veterans Affairs West. Liog Angeles Clan-
pus in Los Angeles, California (herc¢inafter-in this section
referred to as the “Campus”).

(b} LeasEs DESCRIBED.—Leases described in this
subséetion are the following:

(1) Any enhanced-use lease of yeal property
under subehapter V oof chapter 81 of title 38, United

States Code, for purpeses of providing supportive

housing; as that term is defined i seetion' 8161(3)

£AWHLC0E19161051916.079.xm (83263111)
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of such title, that principally benefit veterans and

their families.

(2) Any lease of real property for a term not to

execed B0 years to a third party to provide services
that prineipally benefit veterans and fheir families
and that are limited to oné or more of the following

purposes:

(A) The promotion of health and wellness,
inchuding nutrition and spiritnal wellness.

(B) Education,

(() Voeational training, skills building, or
ofher fa 'ztiixing: related to employment.,

(I3} Peer activities, socialization, or phyvs-
ical recreatiom.

(E) Assistance with legal issues and Fed-
oral benefits.

(F) Vohwnteerismn,

(G) Family 81'._11)'1'}01"5_ services, including
child care.

(IT) Transportation.

(I) Serviees in support of one or more of
the purposes specified 1 subparagraphs (A)
throngh (I1).

(3) A lease of real property for a termr not to

excecd 10 years to The Regents ofthe University of

(63263111)
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California, a corporation organized under the laws of
the Stats of California, on behalf of its: University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) campus (herein-

after in this scetion referred to as “The Regents™),

(A) the léase is consistent with the master
plan deseribed in subsection (g);

(BB} the provision of services to veterans is
the predominant focus of the activities of The
Regents at the Campus during the term of the
lease;

() The Regents expressly agrees. to pro-
vide, during the term of the lease and to an ex-
tent. and in a manner that the Secretary don-
sidets appropiiate, additional services and sup-
port {for which The Regents is not compensated
by the Seeretaiy or flirengh an existing inedical
affiliation agreement} that—

(i) principally benefit veterans and

‘their families, including veterans that are

severely disabled, womgen, aging, or home-

less; and
(11) may consist of activities relating
to the medical, elinieal, therapeutic, die-

tary, rehabilitative, legal, mental, spiritual,

{6326311)
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1 physieal, rccr_eational_, research, and coun-
seling needs of veterans and their fainilies
or any of the purposes specified in any of
stibparagraphs (&) throngh (I} of para-
graph (1); and
(D) The Regents maintaing records docu-
menting the value of the additional services and
support. that The Regents provides purstnant to

subparagraph (C) for the duration of the lease

and makes such records available to the Sce-
11 retary.

12 (¢) LIMITATION ON LiAND-SHARING AGREEMENTS.—
13 The Seeretary may not carry out any land-sharing agree-
14 ment pursnant to section 8153 of title 38, United States

15 Code, at the Campus unless sneh agreement—
L - ]

16 [1 } provides additional health-cave. resources to
17 the Campus; and

18 (_2) benefits veterans and their families othor
19 than from the generation of revenue for the Depart-
20 nient of Veterans Affairs.

21 (d) REVENUES FROM LEASES AT THE CAMPUS—

22 Any funds reecived by the Seerctary under a léase de-
23 seribed in subseetion (b) shall he eredited to the applicable
24 Department medical facilitics account and shiall be avail-
25 able, without fiscal year limitation and without turther ap-

EWVHLC\I51916\051916.079.xml (632631{1)
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1 propriation, exclusively for the renovation and mainte-

2 nance of the land and facilities at the Campus.

3 (¢) EASEMENTS. —
4 (1) IN GENERAL,—Notwithstanding any other
5 provision of law {other-than Federal laws relating to
6 environmental and historic preservation), pursuant
7 to section 8124 of title 38, United States Code, the
8 Secretary may grant easements or rights-of-way on,
9 above, or under lands at the Campus to—
10 (A) any local or regional pubhe transpor-
11 tation authority to access, coustruct, use, oper-
12 ate, maintain, vepair, or reconstruct public
13 mass transit facilities, including, fixed guideway
14 facilities and transportation centers; andl
15 (B) the State of California, County of Los
16 Angeles, City of Los A_ng_u}{?fs', Or @Y ageney or
17 political subdivision thercof, or any public util-
18 ity company (inchuding any company providing
19 electricity, gas, water, sewage, ov telecommuni-
20 cation services to the publie) for the purpose of
21 _pl'()_\_fifd-il‘lg such public utli_l"it_ics.
22 (2) IMPROVEMENTS.—Any improvements pro-
23 posed pursuant to an easement oi right-of-way au-
24 thorized under paragraph (1) shall be subject. to
FAVHLC\O51916\051816,079.xim1  (63263111)
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1 such terms and conditions as thie Secretary consideérs

2 appropriate.

3 (3) TERMINATION.—Any easement o right-of-

4 way anthoriz¢d under paragraph (1) shall be termi-

5 nated upon the abandonment or nonuse of the case-

6 ment of right-of-way and all right, title, and interest

7 in the land covered by the easement or right-of-way

8 shall revert to the United States.

9 {f) PROHIBITION ON SALE OF PROPERTY.—Notwith-
10 standing section 8164 of title 38, United States Code, the
11 Seeretary may not sell or atherwise convey to a third party
12 fee simple title to any real property or improvements to
13 teal property made at the Campus.

14 (g) CoONSISTENCY WITH MASTER PLAN.—The Sec-
15 rvetirv shall énsure that eacli lease carried out under this
16 scetion is cousistent with the draft master plan approved
17 by the Seerctary on.January 28, 2016, or successor- mas-
18 ter plans.

19 (h) CoMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN LAwWS.—

20 (1) LAWS RRELATING TO LEASES AND LAND
21 usk.—If the Inspector General of the Department, of
22 Veterans Affairs determities, as part of an audit re-
23 port or evaluation conducted by the Inspector Gen-
24 eral, that the Department is not m compliance with
25 all Federal laws relating to leases and land use at

£AVHLCWO519164051916.078.xmi {63263111)

May 19,2016 (11:56'a.m.)



EAVAWATARWMINIBUS_ V2. XML

45
1 the Campus, or that significant. mismanagement has
2 occuirred with respect to leases or land use at the
3 Campus, the Secretary may tiot enter into any lease
4 or land-sharing agreement at the Campus, .or rencw
5 any such lease or land-sharing agreement that s not
6 in compliance with such laws, until the Secretary
7 certifies to the Committee on Veterans” Affairs of
8 the Senate, the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of
9 the IHouse of Representatives, and each Member of
10 the Scnate and tlie House of Representatives who
11 represents the arca i which the Campus is- loeated
12 that all iecommendations included i the audit re-
13 port or evaluation have heen implemented.
14 (2) COMPLIANCE OF PARTICULAR LEASES.—
15 Except as otherwise expressly provided by this sec-
16 tion, ne lease may be entered into or renéwed under
17 this seetion unless the lease complies with chapter
18 83 of title 41, United States Code, and all Federal
19 laws rélating to environmental and historie preserva-
20 tion,.
21 (1) VETERANS AND COMMUNITY OVERSIGIT AND [N-
22 GAGEMENT BOARD,—
23 (1) In GENERAL—Not later than 180 days
24 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sece-
25 retary shall establish a Veterans and Community
FAWHLC0519161051916.079.xm (632631)1)
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Oversight and Engagement Bopard (in this. sub-
section referred to as the “Board”) for the Campus
to .coordinate locally with the Department of Vet-

¢rans Affairs to—

(A) identify the goals of the community
and veteran partnership;

(I3) provide adviee and recommendations
to the Seeretary to improve services and out-
comes for veterats, members of the Armed
Forces, and the families of such veterans and
menbers; and

(Y provide advice and recommendations:
on the implementation 6f the draft master plan
approved by the Secretary on Jahuary 28,
2016, and on the creation and implementation
of any suceessor master plans.

(2) MEMBERS.—The Board shall be eomprised

of a mamber of members that the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate, of which not less than 50 pereent
shall be veterans. The nonveteran members shall be
family ‘members of veterans, veteran advoeates, serv-
ice. providers, real cstate professionals familiar with

housing development projects, or other stakeholders..

(3) COMMUNITY INPUT.—In carrying out para-

graph (1), the Board shall—

(632631(1),
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(A) provide the community opportunities to
collaborate. and eommuuicate with the Board,
imchading by condueting public fornms on the
Campus; and
(B) foeus on local issues. regarding the De-
partment that are identified by the community,
ineluding with regpect to health eave, benefits,
and memorial services at the Campus and im-
plerentation of the draft master plan and any
subsequent plans.
(3) NOTIFICATION AND REPORTS.—
(1} CONGRESSIONAT: NOTIFICATION.—With re-

spect to each lease or land-sharing agreement -

tended to be entered into or renewed at the Campus,

the Secretary shall notify the (‘gimmittee. on Vet
erans’ Affairs of the Senate, the Committee on Vet-
crang’ Aftairs of thie House of Representatives, and
each Member of the Senate and the Houge of Rep-
resentatives whao represents the area in which the

Campus is located of the intent of the Secratary to

enter into o renew the lease o land-sharing agrees

ment not later than 45 days before entering into or

reniewing the lease or land-sharing agreement.

(2} ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one yedr

after the date of the enaetment of this Act, and not

FWHLC\0519161051916.079.xml (63263111)
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less: frequently than annually thereatter, the See-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate, the Committee on Veterans'
Affairs. of the House of Representatives, and each
AMemiber of the Senate and the Ilouse of Representa-
tives who. represents the areéa in which the Campus
is located an annual report evaluating all leases and
land-sharing agreements carried out at the Campus,

Anelading——

(A) an evaluation. of the management of
the vevenue generated by the leases; and

(B) the records deseribed in subsection
(1)(3)(D).

(3) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT.—

(A} IN GENERAL:—Not later than each of
two vyears and five Years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and as determined nde-
essary by the Inspector General of the Depart-
therit. of Veterans Affairs thereafter, the Inspec-
tor General shall submit to the Cdnimittee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate, the Committee
on Veterans' Affairs of the House off Represent-
atives, and cach Member of the Senate and the
House of Representatives who represents the

area in which the Clampus is located a report on

(63263111)
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all leases carried out at the Campus and the
management by the Department of the use of
land at the Jampus, Including an assessment of
the éfforts of the Department to implement the
master plan described. in subseetion (g} with re-
spect to the Campus.

(B) CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL  RE-
PORT.—In preparving each report required. by
subparagraph (A), the Inspector General shall
take into account the most reeent report sib-
mitted to Congress hy the Sceretary under

paragraply (2).

(k) RULE 0r CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing: in this sec-
4

14 tion shall be constrned as a limitation on the authority

15 of the Searetary to enter into othér agreements regarding

16 the Campus that are authorized by law and not Ineon-

17 sistent with this scetion.

(1) PRINCIPALLY BENEFIT VETERANS AND THEIR

19 Favinies DEFINED.—In this seetion the term “prin-

20 cipally benefit veterans and their families”’, with respect

21 to seivices provided by a person or entity under a lease

22 of property or land-sharing agreement—

FAWVHLCI0519184051918.079.xml
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(1) means services—
(A) provided exelusively to veterans and

theiy families; or
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1 (B) that are designed for the particular
2 needs of veterans and their families, as opposed
3 to the general publie, and any benefit of those
4 services to the general publie is ancillary to the
5 intended benefit to veterans and their families;
6 and
7 (__2) excludes services in which the only benefit
8 to veterans and thenr families is the generation of
9 revenne for the Departinent of Veterans Affairs.
10 (m) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
11 (1) PROMIBITION ON DISPOSAL OF PROP-
12 ERTY.~—Section 224(a) of tlie Military Construction
13 and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies Appro-
14 priations Act, 2008 {(Public Law 110-161; 121 Stat.
15 2272) iy amended by striking “The Secretary of
16 Veterans. Affairs” and inserting “Exeept as author-
17 ized under the VA Construetion and Tease Autlor-
18 ization, ITealth, and Bepefits Enhancement Act, the
19 Seeretary of Veterans Affairs”,
20 (2) ENHANCED-USE LEASES —Section 8162(c)
21 is amended by inserting “, other than an enhanced-
22 use Jease under the VA Construetion and Liease Au-
23 thorization, Ifcalth, and Benefits Enhancement
24 Act,” before “shall be ¢onsidered”.
fAVHLC\O519161061916.079.xml (63263111}
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1 TITLE III—MATTERS RELATING

2 TO TOXIC EXPOSURE

3 SEC. 301. DEFINITIONS.

4 TIn this title:

5 (1): ARMED FORCE—The term “Artied Foree”

6 means the Unifed States Army; Navy, Marine:

7 Clorps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, including the re-

8 serve components thereof.

9 (2) DESCENDANT.—The term “descendant”

10 means, with respect to an midividual, the biologieal
11 ehild or-grandehild of that individual.
12 (3) ExPosED.—The term “exposed” means;
13 with respect to a toxie substance, that an individual
14 came into contact with that toxie substance i a
15 manner that could be hazardous to the health of
16 that individual, that may include it that toxie sub-
17 stance was ii'lhﬂ:’.l(éd, ingestad, or touched the skin or
18 eyes;

19 (4y ExposURE.—The term “exposure” means,
20 with respect to # toxic substance, an event during
21 which an individual was exposed to that toxie sub-
22 stance,

23 (5) Toxi¢ SUBSTANCE.—The term “toxie sub-

24 stance’ means any substanee determined by the Ad-

25 ministrrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
fAVHLC\OS51918Y051916.078:xml (63263111)
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1 to bhe harmful te the environment or hazardous to

2 the health of an individnal if inhaled or ngested by

3 or-absorbed through the skin of that individual.

4 {6) VETERAN.—Thé tern “veteran” has the
5 meaning given that tevm in seetion 101 of title 38,

6 United States Code..

7 __SEC.'302J.-.- NA’I_'IONAL CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON THE DIAG-.

8 NOSIS AND TREATMENT OF HEALTH CONDI-

9 TIONS OF THE DESCENDANTS OF INDIVID-
10 UALS EXPOSED TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES. DUR-
11 ING SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES THAT
12 ARE RELATED TO SUCH SERVICE.

13 (a) NATIONAL CENTER.—

14 (1) Ixn GENERAL.—Not later than one year
15 aftor the dite of the enactinent of this title, the Sec-
16 retary of Veterans Affairs shall, in eonsultation with
17 the Advisory Board '(:a-:'ta.b'l'is]r_ed under seetion 303,
138 gelect a medieal center of the Department of Vet-
19 erans Affairs to serve as the national center for re-
20 search on the diaghosis and treatnient of health con-
21 ditions of déscendants of individuals exposed to toxic
22, substances while serving: as _11'1011"'1_1)_01’8 of the Armed
23 Forées that are related to sueh exposuve (in this
24 title referred to as the “National (71{:1'1T,Gr""-'_).
25 (2) CRITERIA FOR SELECTION—

FVHLC\051916\051916.079.xml (63263111
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The National Center
shall be sclected under paragraph (1) from
among medical centers of the Department with
expertise. deseribed in subparagraph (I3), or
that arc affiliated with rescarch medical centers
or teaching hospitals with such expertise; that
seek to he selected under this section,

(B} E_;\TERTISE DESCRIBED.—The exper-
tise deseribed in this subparagraph is—

(i) experiise in diagnosing and treat-
ing funetional and struetural hirth defects;
or-

(i) expertise in caring for individuals
exposed to toxic ‘substances and diagnesing
and treating any health conditions result-
ing from such cxposure.

((") PREFERENCE.—Preference for- selee-
tion under paragraph (1) shall be given to med-
jeal centers of the Department with expertise
described in clanses (i} and (ii) of subparagraph
(B), or that are affiliated with rescarch medical
centers or teaching hospitals with such exper-

tise.

(b) RESEARCH.—

(63263111)
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1 (1) IN GENERAL-—The National Center shall
2 voiiiluet research on the diagnosis and freatment of
3 health conditions of descendants of individuals ex-
4 posed to t:o‘x’i(t substances while serving as members
5 of the Armed Forces that ave related to that expo-
6 |uare.
7 {2) SrUpiEs.—In conducting rescarch under
8 paragraph (1), the National Centér shall study indi-
9 viduals, at the eleetion of the individual, for whom
10 the Sceretary has made one of the following deter-
11 minations:
12 (AJ(i) The individual is. a descendant of an
13 individual who served as a member of the
14 Armed Forees;
15 (i) sich member was exposed to a toxie
16 substance while serving as a member of the
17 Armed Forces; and
18 (iii) sueh descendant is afflicted with a
19 health condition that is related to the exposure
20 of such member to such toxic substance.
21 (B)(1) The individual was exposed to &
22 toxie substance while serving as a member of
23 the Armed Forees; and
AVHLC\051916Y051916.079.xmi (63263111)
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1)

(ii) such individual is afflicted with a
he_a"lt]'l condition that is related to the exposure
of such mdividual to such toxic substanci,

(3) USE OF RECORDS.-—

(A) IN GENERAL—The Sceretary of De-
fense or the head of a Federal ageney shall
make available to the Sceretary of Veterans Af+
fairs for review records held by the Department
of Deferise, an Armed Foree, or that Federal
agency, as appropriate, that might assist the
Sceretary -of Veterans Affairs in making the de-
terminations required by paragraph (2).

(B) MecraNism.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans. Affairs and the Secretary’ of Defense or
the head of the appropriate Federal ageney
shall jointly establish a inechanism for the
availability -and veview of records by the Sce-
retary of V eterans Affairs under subparagraph

(A).

(¢) SOCIAL WonrkeERS.—The National Center shall
employ not.less than one licensed clinical social worker to
coordinate aceess of individuals te appropriate; Federal,
State, and local social and healtheare programs and to

- handle case management.

(63263111 ¥
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1 (d) REIMBURSEMENT FOR NECESSARY TRAVEL AND
2 Rooy axD Boarb.—The National Center shall reimbinse
3 any individual partieipating in a study pursuant to sub-
4 gection (b); and any ‘parcnt, guardian, spouse, or sibling
5 who accompanies such individual, for the rcasonable cost
6 of—
7 (1) travel to the National Center for participa-
8 tion in sneh study; and
9 (2) room and board during the period in which
10 such individual is participating in such study at the
11 National Center.
12 {e) REPORTS.
13 (1) ANNUAL REPORT.—
14 (A) Ix GENERAL—Not less froquently
15 than anntially, the National Center shall submit
16 to Congress and the Advisory Board established
17 under seetion 4 a report on the funetions of the
18 National Center during the vear préceding the
19 submittal of the report that includes a swun-
20 mary of the pesearch efforts of the National
21 Clenter that have been completed during such
22 vear and that are ongoing as of the date of the
23 submittal of* the report.
24 (B) Uron REQUEST—Upon the request of
25. any organization ex¢mpt from taxation under
EWHLCAO515161051816.078.xml (63263111)
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1 section 501(e}19) of the Infermal Revenue
2 Code of 1986, the National Center shall submit
3 a copy of a report submitted under. subpara-
4 grapli (A) \to" such drganization.
5 (2) QUARTERLY  REPORT TO  ADVISORY
6 BOARD.—Not less frequently than gquarterly, the Na-
7 tional Center shall submit to the Advisory Board a
8 report ori the functions of the National Center dus-
9 ing the quarter preceding the submittal of the report
10 that. includes the following:
11 (A) A summary of the rescarch efforts of
12 the National Center during such quarter.
13 (B) A deseription of any determinations
14 made by the National Center pirsuant to such
15 resvarch efforts regarding whethier health condi-
16 tions of descendants of individuals céxposed to
17 toxi¢ substances while serving as members. of
18 the Armed Forces are related fo that exposure.
19 SEC. 303. ADVISORY BOARD.
20 {a) ESTABLISHMENT —Not later than 1 80 days after
21 thé date of the enactment of this title, the Secretary of
22 Veterans Affairs shall establish an advisory board (in this
23 scetion veferred to as the “Advisory Board”) to oversee
24 and assess the 1\7_'(1:._tio'__na.l ‘Center established under seetion
EWVHLCAO519164081916,079xmI (63283111}
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1 302 and to advise the Secretary of Veterans Affairs with

2 vespect to the work of the National Center.

3 (b) MEMBERSHIP,—

4 - (1) CoaposiTion.—Not [ater than 120 davs
5 after the date of the ctisetment of this title, the See-
6 retary of Veterans Affans, i consultation with the
7 Seécretary of Health and Human Serviees, the Diree-
8 tor of the National Institute of Environmental
9 Health Sciences, and other leads of Federal agen-
10 ¢ies as the Seeretary of Veterans Affairs determines
11 appropriates—

12 (A) shall select not less than 13 voting
13 members of the Advisory Board, of whom—

14 (1) ot less than three shall be mem-
15 bers of organizations exempt froni taxation
16 under seetion 501¢¢)(19) of the Internal
17 Revenue Code of 1986;

18 (ii) mot less than one shall he—

19 (1) a descendant of an. individual
20 who. was exposed to toxie substances
21 _\\-*'hil'e' surving 48 a  member of the
22 Armed Forees. and the deseendant has
23 manifested a structural or funetional
24 hirth defeet or a healthi condition that

fAVHLCI0519161051916.079,%ml {6326311)
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is related to the exposure of sueh indi-
vidual to such toxie substanee; ot
(II) a parent or child of that de-
scendant;
(111) mot Jess than six. shall be health

professionals, scientists, or academics who

are not employees of tlie Federal Govern-

ment and have expertise in—

(I) birth _'d(ef'(;_a_c,t.s;

(II) developmental disabilitics;

(II1) epigenctices;

(TV) public health;

(V) the science of environmental
exposuire. or environmental exposure
assessment;

(VD) the seience of toxie sub-
stances; or

(VII) medieal and rvesearch eth-
ics; and
(iv) additional members may be se-

lected from among social workers and ad-
vovates for veterans or members of the

Armed Forées whoo ai¢ not --(3111'1_)].(13_3(?03 of

the Federal Government,; and

{63263111)
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1 (B) may select nonveting members from
2 among individuals described in' ¢lause (iii) or
3 (iv) of subparagraph (A) who are employees of
4 the Federal Govermnent.

5 (2) CHAIRPERSON ~—The Scerctary shall scleet
6 a Chairperson from among the members of the Advi-
Vi sory Board.

8 (3) TERMS.—

9 (A) IN GENBRAL.—Raeh member of the
10 Advisory Board shall serve a term of two or
11 three years as determined by the Seeratary:

12 (13) REAPPOINTMENT,—At the end of the
13 term of @ member of the Advisory Board, the
14 Seeretary may reselect the member for another
15 term, except that no membdr mady serve more
16 than four conseeuntive terms.
17 (¢) DUTIES.—The Advisory Board shall—

18 (1) oversee and assess the work of the National
19 Center,
20 (2) not less frequently than quarterly, meet
21 with the director or another representative of the
22 National Center on the swwork condueted at the Na-
23 tional Center, including the. rescarch cttorts of the
24 National Center;
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(8) review the annual report submitted by the

National Center to Congress and the Advisery Board

under section 302{e)(1); and

(4) advise the Scerctary of Veterans  Affairs

Oon—

(A) issues related to the research eon-
ducted at the National Center:

(B) health conditions of deseendants of m-
dividualy exposed to toxie substances while serv-
ing as members of the Armed Forees that are
related to the exposure of such individual to
such toxic substance;

(¢%) health care serviees that are needed by
the descendants of individuals exposed to toxie
substances while svrving as members of the
Armed Forees for health conditions that are re-
lated to the exposure of sueli individual o such
toxic substalice; and

(D) any determinations or recommenda-
tions that the Advisory Board may have with
respect to the feasil)'il_it}?' and advisability of the
Department providing health care services de-
seribed m subparagraph () to descendants do-
seribed in such subparagraply, ineluding a de-

seription of changes to existing policy.
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(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the establishment of the Adviséry Board under
sithbsection {a), and mnot less frequently than once
cach year thercafter, the Advisory Board shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans® Affairs of the
Senate, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
ITouse of Representatives, and tlie Seeretary of Vet-
erans Affairs a report on the rocommendations of
the Advisory Board.

(2) E[_JEi\iE_NTS.—Eﬂch report submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include recommendations for ad-
ministrative or legislative action, including ree-
ommendations for further research hy the National

Center, with respeet to cach health condition of a

descendant of an individual exposed to a toxie sub-

stanee ‘while serving as a niember of the  Armed

Forces for which the National Center has made one

of tlie following determinations in conducting re-
search under section 302(b):

(A} The health condition is related to the

oxposure of sueh individual to such toxie sub-

-gtanee,
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1 (B) It is unclear whether the health eondi-
2 tion is related to the exposure of sucl individual
3 to such toxie substance.
4 (C'y The bealth condition is not related to
5 the exposwre of such individual to such toxice
6 substance.
7 (e) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Board shall meet at
8 the call of the Chair, but not ldss fréquently than quar-
9 terly.
10 (f) CoapPENSATION.—The members of the Advisory
11 Boatd shall serve without eomnpensation.
12 () ExpengEs~—The Sceretary of Veterans Affairs
13 shall determine the appropriate expenses of the Advisory
14 Board.
15 (h) PERSONNEL.—
16 (1) In aBNERAL—The Chairperson gy, with-
17 ont. regard to the civil service laws and regulations,
18 appoint. an exccutive director of the Advisory Board,
19 who shall be a civiliari emplovee of the Department
20 of Veterans Affairs, and -such other personnel as
21 ‘may be nceessary to cnable the Advisory Board to
22 perform its duties.
23 (2) ArrrOvVAL.—The ap_}Join‘f_:t_nel__}t. of an execu-
24 tive director under paragraph (1) shall be subjeet to
25 approval by the Advisory Board.
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(3) CoMprENSATION.—The (‘.‘Eha.ix-p'ers_{m may fix
the eompensation of the exeeutive director and other
personnel without regard to the piovisions of chapter:

51 and sabehapter IIT of chapter 53 of title 5,

United States Code, except that the rate of pay for

the exceutive director and other personnel may not.

exceed the rate payable for level V of the Executive

Schedule unider section 5316 of suceh title.

SEC. 304, DECLASSIFICATION REVIEW BY DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE OF CERTAIN INCIDENTS OF EXPO-
SURE OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES,

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Defense shall eon-
duet a declassification review to determine what informa-
tion may be made publicly available relating to any known
incident in whiel not less than 100 members of the Armed

Forees were exposed to a toxie substance that resulted in

at least one case of a disability that a specialist 1 the

field of oeceupational medicine has determined to be
eredibly associated with that toxie subistance.

(b} RELEASE OF DECLASSIFIED INFORMATION —To
the extent _I'ira.et":i'(?f.abie, and subjeet to subscetion (¢) and
eonsistent with national seeurity, the Seerctary of Defense
shall make publicly available information declassified fol-

lowing the review required by subsection (a).

FAVHLC\O51916\051918,079.xml (63263111}
May 19, 2016 {11:56 a.m.).



FAVAWAIARMINIBUS_V2. XML
65
1 (¢) LiMiTATION.—Information made publicly avail-
able pursuant to subseetion (b) shall be limited to informa-
tion necessary for an individual whe was potentially ex-
. posed to a toxie substanee to determine the followin'g:

(1) Whether that individual was exposed to that.

2

3

4

5

6 toxie substance.
7 (2) The potential severity of the exposure of
8 that imdividual to that toxic substance.

9 (3Y Any potential health conditions that may
0 have resulted from exposure to that toxic substance.

11 SEC. 305. NATIONAL OUTREACH CAMPAIGN ON POTENTIAL

12 ‘LONG-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS OF EXPOSURE
13 TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES BY MEMBERS OF THE
14 ARMED FORCES AND THEIR DESCENDANTS.

15 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs

16 shall, in consultation with the Sceretary of Health and
17 Human Services and the Sceretary of Defense, conduet
18 a national outreach and eduvation campaign directed to-
19 ward mémbers of the Armed Forces, veterans, and their
20 famil)___'- members to communicate the f.'()ll"owing; 1nforma-

21 tion:

22 (1) Information on—

23 (A) ineidents of exposure of members of

24 the Armed Forees to toxie substances;
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1 (B) health conditions resulting from such
2 exposure; aild
3 (C) the potential long-term cffects. of such
4 éxpgsure on the individnals exposed to those
5 suhstances and the descendants of those indi-
6 viduals,
7 (2) Information on the National Center estab-
8 lished under section 302 for individuals dligible to
0 partieipate in studies conducted af the National
10 Conter.
11 (h) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—In car-
12 1ying out this section, the Seeretary of Vetérans Affairs
13 shall design and implemerit the national outreach and edu-
14 cation campaign conducted under subseetion (a), includ-
15 ing—
16 (1) by distributing printed materials containing
17 the information deseribed in -subsection (a) to vet-
18 erans;
19 (2) by publishing such information on an Inter-
20 net website of the Department of Veterans Affairs
21 that iy available to the public;
22 (3) by presenting snch information in person at
23 fa.cil_it'i'e‘s_‘ that. serve a large number of veferans or
24 members of the Armed Foices; and
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(4) by eédueating employees of all niedical tacili-
ties of the Department with respeet to such informa-
tion and providing such employees with printed ma-
terials containing such information.

{(¢) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENRE.—The Sceretary of

Defense shall assist the Seeretary of Veterans Affairs in
implementing the national .outreach and education cam-

paien condueted under subsection (a)—

(1} by making the information described v sub-
section (a) available to all members of the Armed
Forees and their familics;

{2) by notifving all members of the Armed
Forees of such information; and

(3) by publishing such information on an Inter-
net website of the Department. of Defense that is
available to the public.

(d) DEPARTMENT OF [TEALTI AND HUMAN SERV-

18 10ms.—The Secretary of Health and TIuman Scrvices shall

19 assist the Seerctary of Veterans Affairs in impleménting

20 the national outreach and edueation campaign conducted

21 under subsection (a)—

22
23
24

(1) by making the information deseribed . sub-
seetion {a) available to members of the health carve

protfession;
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(2) by notifying such members of sueh informa-
tion; and
(3) by publishing such information on an Iriter-
et website of the Department of Ilealth and

ITuman Services that is available to the public.

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 401. SPECIAL COMPENSATION FOR LOSS OR LOSS OF

USE OF CREATIVE ORGANS.

(a) IN GENBERAL.—Seetion 1114 of title 38, United
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subscetion:

“{u)(1) Bubject to paragraph (3 j, the Secretary shall
pay to a covered véteran two fump-sum special compensa-
tion payments each in the amount of $10,000. The second

such payment may not oeeur less than one year after the

date of thie first such payment.

“(2) Special compensation paid to a covered veteran

under paragraph (1) is in addition to disability compensa-

tion paid to the veteran pursuant to subsection (k), exeept

that in any month in which the veteran receives a payment
of sneh §pecial vompensation, the veteran may not also
reecive sueh disability compensation puarsuant to. sub-
seetion (k).

“(3) A covered veteran shall submit to the Secretary

a separate, specifie application for each payment of special
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1 compensation paid under paragraph (1) in suceh form and
2 in such manner as the Secretary considers appropriate.

3 “(4) In this subsection, the term ‘covered veteraw
4 means a veteran who—

5 “(A) is paid disability compensation pursuant

6 to subsection (k) for—

7 “(1} tlie anatomigcal loss of one or more cre-

8 ative organs; or

9 “(it) the permarnient or static loss of use of
10 one or more treative organs; and

11 “(B) is cligible for pdyments under the tran-
12. matie servicemembers’ group life insurance program
13 under section 1980A of this title, or would be eligi-
14 ble for saeh payments but for the service of the vet-
15 eran oceurring before the enactment of such section,
16 for qualifving losses relating to an injury described
17 in elanse (i) or (i) of sibparagraph (A).”,

18 (h")._.APPLI(-‘;ATIQN.—_‘%‘;u'bsec_tion (1) of section 1114 of
19 title 38, United States 'Gdde., as added by subsection {a),
20 shall apply with respect to a veteran wha receives disability
21 compensation on or after the date of the enactment of this
22. Act.
23 (¢) REPORT.—Nat later than one year after the date
24 of the enactment of this Act, the Seeretary of Veterans
25 Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Veterans™ Af-
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1 fairs of the House of Representatives and the Senate a

2 report on special compensation paid under subsection (u)

3 of section 1114 of title 38, United States Code, as. added

4 by subscetion (a). Such report shall include the following;

5 (1) The number: of vitcrans who 'rl-]_f)“li(&d for

6 sueh special compensation,

7 {2). The number of veterans whom the See-

8 retary has paid such special compensation.

9 (3Y A list, by frequeney, of the service-con-
10 neeted disabilities for which' sueh special eompensa-
11 tion was paid.

12" SEC. 402, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEM TO ASSESS

13 AND IMPROVE THE FAMILY CAREGIVER PRO-

14 GRAM; AUTHORITY TO EXPAND PROGRAM.

15 (a) DIPLEMENTATION OF NEW SYSTEM.—

16 (1) IN GENERAL—The Seerctary of Veterans

17 Affairg shall implenient an information teehnology

18 system that fully supports the Program and allows

19 for data assessment and .compreliensive monitoring

20 of the Program.

21 (2) BLEMENTS OF SYSTEM.—The i]'n‘.'ol'nl"c_l.ti()ln

22 tochnology system required to be implemented under

23 paragraph (1) shall include the following:

24 (A) The ability to easily retrieve data (at

25 the medical center and at aggregate levels) that
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will allow all aspects of the Program and the
workload trends for the Program to be assessed
and -(:Umr)i*{al'_lg_msi've_ly monitored.

(B) The fl'lJ‘i.lit}' or capacity to hanage data
to accomtnodite any degree of expansion of the
Program..

(Cy The ability to integrate the system
with other relevant information-technology sys-
tems of the Veterans Health Administration.
(3) NOTIFICATION OF INPLEMENTATION.—Not

Iater than the date on which the Seeretary com-
mences implenientation of the system under para-
graph- (1), the Secretary shall notify the Committec
on Veterans Affairs of the Senate and the Com-

mittee on Veterans' Affairs of the ITouse of Rep-

yegentatives of the date of such implenientatior.

{b) ONGOING MONITORING OF AND MODIFICATIONS

18 TO PROGRAM.—

19 (1} MONITORING.—The Secretary shall use the
20 system implemented under subsection (a) to monitor
21 and assess the workload of the Prograny, including
22 monitoring and assessment of data on—

23 {A) the status of applications, appeals, and
24 liome visits in connection with the Programy
25 and
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1 (B) the use of support services by care-
2 givers participating both in the Program of

3 Comprehensive Assistance for Ifamilies and the

4 Program of General Caregiver Support Serv-

) ices.

6 {2) MODIFICATIONS.—

7 (A__} Based on the amonitoring and assess-
8 ment condueted nnder paragraph (1), the See-
9 retary shall identify-and implement sueh modi-
10 tications fo the Program as the Sceretary con-
11 siders néeessary to ensure the Progran 18 funce-
12 tioning as intended and providing veterans and
13 earegivers participating in the Program with
14 services in a timely manner.

15 (B) Subparagraph (A} may not be con-
16 strued to anthorize modifications to the Pro-
17 gram that expand the cligibility for the Pro-
18 eram or increase the amount of assistance fur-
19 nislted under the Program,
20 (¢) REPORT.—
21 (1Y IN GENERAL—Not later than 180 days
22 atter the date on which the Seerctary wakes the no-
23 tification. under subscetion (a)(3), the Seeretary
24 shall submit to the Commiittee on Veterans’ Affairs
25 of the Senate, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
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1 the IHouse of Representatives a réport on the Pro-
2 gram, mcluding with regpeet to expanding the. pro-
3 gram and the implementation of subsections (&) and
4 (b},

5 (2) BLBMENTS.—The report required by para-
6 graph (1) shall in¢lude the following:

7 (A) A detailed plan to expand the Program
8 to caregivers of veterans who would be eligible
9 for the Program but for the serious injury of
10 the veteran having ineurred i the line of daty
11 hefore September 11, 2001, ineluding—

12 (1) with respeet to staffing, funding,
13 eligibility eriteria, and information tech-
14. nology systems (including '_n'i‘odifiea.tio_n_'s to
15 such systems);

16 (ii) a phased implementation for such
17 expansion; -and

18 (i) estimates of the amounts réquired
19 to expand and sustain the program.
20 (B} A desgeription of the modifications to
21 the Program, if any, that were identified and
22 implemented under subsection (b) (2).

23 (Y A deseription of—
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1 (i) how the Seerctary is using such
2 system to monitor the workload of the Pro-
3 pram; and
4 (il) the subsequent effest on the per-
5 formailee of the Prograw, including the
6 need for additional staff, resources, or in-
7 formation technology systems, or modifica-
8 tions to information technology systems.
9 (d) DEPINITIONS.—In this section:
10 (1) The ferm “agtive military, naval, or air
11 serviee” has the meaning given that ferm in section
12 101 of title 38, United States Code.
13 (2) The term “Irogram” means tlie program of
14 comprehiensive assistance for family earegivers under
15 section 1720GH{a) of title 38, United States Code.
16. SEC. 403. EXTENSION OF COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS
17 FOR DISABILITY COMPENSATION.
18 Seetion 1104(a) of title' 38, United States Code, is
19 amended by inserting “and fiseal years 2017 through
20 20277 after “thvough 2013,
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