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This testimony is being submitted on behalf of VetsFirst, a program of United Spinal Association. 

United Spinal Association has not received any federal contracts or grants, other than the routine 

use of office space and associated resources in VA Regional Offices for Veterans Service Officers, 

in the current or previous two fiscal years. 
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Heather L. Ansley, Esq., MSW 

Heather L. Ansley is the Director of Veterans Policy for VetsFirst, which is a program of United 

Spinal Association. Ms. Ansley began her tenure with the organization in December 2009. She is 

responsible for developing and advocating for the public policy priorities of VetsFirst and 

promoting collaboration between disability organizations and veterans service organizations. She 

also serves as a co-chair of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Veterans Task Force. 

Prior to her arrival at VetsFirst, she served as the Director of Policy and Advocacy for the 

Lutheran Services in America Disability Network.  

Before arriving in Washington, D.C., she served as a Research Attorney for The Honorable Steve 

Leben with the Kansas Court of Appeals. Prior to attending law school, she worked in the office of 

former U.S. Representative Kenny Hulshof (R-MO) where she assisted constituents with problems 

involving federal agencies. She also served as the congressional and intergovernmental affairs 

specialist at the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Region VII office in Kansas City, 

Missouri. 

Ms. Ansley is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of Missouri-Columbia with a Bachelor 

of Arts in Political Science. Ms. Ansley also holds a Master of Social Work from the University of 

Missouri-Columbia and a Juris Doctorate from the Washburn University School of Law in Kansas.  

She is licensed to practice law in the State of Kansas and before the United States District Court of 

Kansas.  

Ms. Ansley lives in Falls Church, Virginia, with her husband, Jonathan. 

 


