Dr. James Allen Veteran Vision Equity Act of 2007

Public Law 110-157
(H.R. 797)

Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve compensation benefits for veterans in certain cases of impairment of vision involving both eyes, and for other purposes.
Ms. Baldwin of Wisconsin introduced H.R. 797 on February 5, 2007

Public Law 110-157 will:

1. Allow veterans who receive veteran’s disability compensation for impairment of vision in one eye to be eligible to receive additional disability compensation for impairment of vision in the eye that is not service-connected, where the impairment in each eye is to a visual acuity of 20/200 or less or of a peripheral field loss of 20 degrees or less (the definition of “legal blindness” adopted by all 50 states and the Social Security Administration.) 

2. Authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS), until September 30, 2011, to match and compare VA’s needs-based pension benefits data, parents’ dependency and indemnity compensation data, health-care services data, and unemployability compensation data with the National Directory of New Hires maintained by HHS, for the purpose of determining eligibility for such benefits and services (as recommended by GAO study GAO-06-309). 
3. Extend authorization of the veterans’ work study program until 2010.

4. Authorize VA to furnish, in lieu of a headstone or marker, a medallion or other device to signify a deceased’s status as a veteran to be affixed to a headstone or marker purchased at private expense. 
5. Repeal the two-year limit during which a state can request a reimbursement for interment costs related to the unclaimed remains of a veteran and would make the repeal retroactive to October 1, 2006, and authorize VA to provide up to $5 million per year for establishing, expanding, improving, operating, and maintaining state veterans cemeteries.
6. Repeal the December 31, 2007, termination date of the VA’s authority to furnish a government headstone or marker for the grave of certain veterans buried in private cemeteries, notwithstanding that the grave is marked by a headstone or marker furnished at private expense.
Effective Date: Date of Enactment 

Cost:
The Congressional Budget Office has indicated that the text of the resolution (making amendments to H.R. 797) would result, overall, in cost savings of $8 million over 5 years and $1 million over 10 years.
Legislative History:

Mar. 15, 2007:
Ordered reported, as amended, by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  

Mar. 20, 2007:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. No. 110-57

Mar. 21, 2007:
Passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 424-0 (Roll No. 175)
Nov. 2, 2007:
Passed the Senate with an amendment under unanimous consent.
Dec. 11, 2007:
House agreed to Senate amendment with amendments pursuant to 
H. Res. 855

Dec. 17, 2007:
Senate agreed to House amendments to Senate amendment by Unanimous Consent.

Dec. 26, 2007:
Signed by the President.  P.L. 110-157
