H.R. 6832
Veterans’ Programs Extension and Construction 
Authorization Act of 2008
Title:  To authorize major medical facility projects and major medical facility leases for the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2009, to extend certain authorities of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

Mr. Filner of California introduced H.R. 6832 on September 8, 2008

H.R. 6832 would:
1. Authorize appropriations for:
· Seismic corrections to building 2 at the VAMC in Palo Alto, California in the amount of $54 million.

· Construction of a polytrauma health care and rehabilitation center at the VAMC in San Antonio, Texas, in the amount of $66 million.  

· Seismic correction to building 1, at the VAMC in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the amount of $225,900 million.

2. Increase authorization amounts for previously authorized construction projects: 

· Increases the authorization level for the New Orleans VAMC replacement facility to $625,000,000.  

· Increases the authorization level for the Denver VAMC, replacement medical facility to $769,200,000.

· Increases the authorization for the correction of patient privacy issues at the Gainesville, Florida VAMC to $136,700,000.  

· Increases the authorization for the construction of a new medical facility in Las Vegas, Nevada to $600,400,000.  

· Increases the authorization for the construction of a new outpatient clinic in Lee County, Florida to $131,800,000 million. 

· Increases the authorization for the construction of a new medical facility in Orlando, Florida to $656,800,000.  

· Increases the authorization for the consolidation of campuses at the University Drive and H. John Heinz III Divisions to $295,600,000.  

3. Authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affair to carry out major medical facility leases in the following twelve locations:  

· Brandon, Florida outpatient clinic in the amount of $4,326,000.

· Colorado Springs, Colorado outpatient clinic in the amount of $3,995,000.

· Eugene, Oregon outpatient clinic in the amount of $5,826,000.

· Expansion of an outpatient clinic in Green Bay, Wisconsin, in the amount of $5,891,000.

· Greenville, South Carolina outpatient clinic in the amount of $3,731,000.

· Mansfield, Ohio outpatient clinic in the amount of $2,212,000.

· Mayaguez, Puerto, Rico outpatient clinic in the amount of $6,276,000.

· Mesa, Arizona outpatient clinic in the amount of $5,106,000.

· Interim research space in Palo Alto, California in the amount of $8,636,000.

· Expansion of an outpatient clinic in Savannah, Georgia in the amount of $3,168,000.

· Sun City, Arizona outpatient clinic in the amount of $2,295,000.

· Primary care annex in Tampa, Florida in the amount of $8,652,000.

4. Authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to construct a new medical facility in Okaloosa County, Florida, in an amount not to exceed $54,475,000.

5. Authorize $345,900,000 to be appropriated for Major Medical Facility Projects for Fiscal Year 2009.

6. Authorize $1,694,295,000 to be appropriated for modifications of major medical facility authorizations for FY 2009 and modifications for certain major medical facility construction projects previously authorized in connection with the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES).

7. Authorize $54,475,000 to be appropriated for the construction of a major medical facility in section 104.

8. Require the Secretary to submit a report on the progress in complying with Section 312A of 38 U.S.C.  Section 312A governs the establishment and responsibilities of the Director of Construction and Facilities Management which was a position established in P.L. 109-461.

9. Require Secretary to submit an annual report on outpatient clinics.

10. Makes a technical correction to P.L. 109-461. 

Title II – Extension of Certain Authorities

· Repeals the December 31, 2008, sunset on the inclusion of non-institutional extended care services in the definition of medical services.

· Extends the recovery audit authority for fee basis contracts and other medical services contracts in non-VA facilities from September 30, 2008, under current law to September 30, 2013. 

· Provides permanent authority for the provision of hospital care, medical services, and nursing home care to veterans who participated in certain chemical and biological testing conducted by the Department of Defense. 

· Extends the expiring collections authorities for the following:

· Health care copayments, which expires on September 30, 2008, under current law, to September 30, 2010; and 

· Medical care cost recovery, which expires on October 1, 2008, under current law, to October 1, 2010.  

· Extends the authority to provide nursing home care to veterans with service-connected disability, which expires on December 31, 2008, under current law, to December 31, 2013.  

· Extends the authority to obtain information from the Department of Treasury or the Social Security Administration for income verification purposes from September 30, 2008, under current law, to September 30, 2010.

· Provides permanent authority to establish research corporations.   

· Extends demonstration projects on adjustable rate mortgages and hybrid adjustable rate mortgages, which expires in 2008 under current law, to 2019.

· Extends the requirement to submit an annual report on the special committee on post-traumatic-stress disorder through 2012.  

· Extends the requirement to submit an annual report on the committee on care of severely chronically mentally ill veterans through 2012.  

· Provides for a permanent requirement for a biannual report by the women’s advisory committee on the needs of women veterans including compensation, health care, rehabilitation, outreach, and other benefits and programs administered by the VA.  

· Permanently authorizes an advisory committee on minority veterans, which expires on December 31, 2009, under current law.

· Extends the temporary increase in maximum loan guaranty amount for certain housing loans guaranteed by the VA from December 31, 2008, under current law to December 31, 2011.

Title III – Other Matters

· Increases the cap on the number of veterans participating in independent living programs from 2,500 under current law to 2,600.  

· Enhances the refinancing of home loans by veterans as follows:

· Includes refinancing loans among loans subject to guaranty maximum; and 

· Increases the maximum percentage of loan-to-value of refinancing loans subject to guaranty from 90 percent under current law to 100 percent.

· Provides for a number of amendments, technical in nature, to title 38.  

Effective Date:  Date of enactment
Cost:  
CBO estimates that implementing the bill would save $1 million in direct spending over 10 years.
Legislative History:
Sept. 11, 2008:
Passed the House by unanimous consent to dispense with the ordering of the yeas and nays and pass the bill.
Provisions of H.R. 674, H.R. 2874, H.R. 4884, H.R. 5856, and H.R. 6802 are included in this legislation.  H.R. 5856 was reported on May 15, 2008, H. Rept. 110-648 and passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 416-0 (Roll No. 349) on May 21, 2008.  H.R. 2874 was reported on July 27, 2007, H. Rept. 110-268 and passed by the House by voice vote on July 30, 2007.

