H.R. 5856
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility

Authorization and Lease Act of 2008

Title:  To authorize major medical facility projects and major medical facility leases for the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2009, and for other purposes.

Mr. Michaud of Maine introduced H.R. 5856 on April 22, 2008

H.R. 5856 would:
1. Authorize appropriations for:
· Seismic corrections to building 2 at the VAMC in Palo Alto, California in the amount of $54 million.

· Construction of a polytrauma health care and rehabilitation center at the VAMC in San Antonio, Texas, in the amount of $66 million.  

· Seismic correction to building 1, at the VAMC in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the amount of $225,900 million.

2. Increase authorization amounts for previously authorized construction projects: 

· Increases the authorization level for the New Orleans VAMC replacement facility to $625,000,000.  

· Increases the authorization level for the Denver VAMC, replacement medical facility to $769,200,000.

· Increases the authorization for the correction of patient privacy issues at the Gainesville, Florida VAMC to $136,700,000.  

· Increases the authorization for the construction of a new medical facility in Las Vegas, Nevada to $600,400,000.  

· Increases the authorization for the construction of a new outpatient clinic in Lee County, Florida to $131,800,000 million. 

· Increases the authorization for the construction of a new medical facility in Orlando, Florida to $656,800,000.  

· Increases the authorization for the consolidation of campuses at the University Drive and H. John Heinz III Divisions to $295,600,000.  

3. Authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affair to carry out major medical facility leases in the following twelve locations:  

· Brandon, Florida outpatient clinic in the amount of $4,326,000.

· Colorado Springs, Colorado outpatient clinic in the amount of $3,995,000.

· Eugene, Oregon outpatient clinic in the amount of $5,826,000.

· Greenville, South Carolina outpatient clinic in the amount of $3,731,000.

· Mansfield, Ohio outpatient clinic in the amount of $2,212,000.

· Mayaguez, Puerto, Rico outpatient clinic in the amount of $6,276,000.

· Mesa, Arizona outpatient clinic in the amount of $5,106,000.

· Sun City, Arizona outpatient clinic in the amount of $2,295,000.

· Expansion of an outpatient clinic in Green Bay, Wisconsin, in the amount of $5,891,000.

· Expansion of an outpatient clinic in Savannah, Georgia in the amount of $3,168,000.

· Interim research space in Palo Alto, California in the amount of $8,636,000.

· Primary care annex in Tampa, Florida in the amount of $8,652,000.

4. Authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to construct a new medical facility in Okaloosa County, Florida, in an amount not to exceed $54,475,000.

5. Authorize $345,900,000 to be appropriated for Major Medical Facility Projects for Fiscal Year 2009.

6. Authorize $1,694,295,000 to be appropriated for modifications of major medical facility authorizations for FY 2009 and modifications for certain major medical facility construction projects previously authorized in connection with the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES).

7. Authorize $54,475,000 to be appropriated for the construction of a major medical facility in section 5.

8. Require the Secretary to submit a report on the progress in complying with Section 312A of 38 U.S.C.  Section 312A governs the establishment and responsibilities of the Director of Construction and Facilities Management which was a position established in P.L. 109-461.

9. Require Secretary to submit an annual report on outpatient clinics.

10. Makes a technical correction to P.L. 109-461. 

Effective Date:  Date of enactment

Cost:  CBO estimates that implementing the bill would cost $146 million in 2009 and about $2.2 billion over the 2009-2013 period, assuming appropriation of the authorized and estimated amounts.  CBO estimates that enacting the bill would have no effect on direct spending revenues.
Legislative History:

Feb. 27, 2008:
Subcommittee on Health held a hearing on construction authorization.

Apr. 23, 2008:
Ordered reported to the Full Committee by the Subcommittee on Health.  

Apr. 30, 2008:
Ordered reported by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  

May 15, 2008:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-648.


May 21, 2008:
Passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 416-0 (Roll No. 349)
