H.R. 2874, as amended

Veterans’ Health Care Improvement Act of 2007 
Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to make certain improvements in the provision of health care to veterans, and for other purposes.
Mr. Michaud of Maine introduced H.R. 2874 on June 27, 2007.

H.R. 2874, as amended, will:

1. Creates a Grant Program that will authorize the Secretary to  make grants to conduct workshop programs that have been shown  to assist in therapeutic readjustment and rehabilitation of participants.  In order to qualify for grant assistance, a private nonprofit entity must have, as determined by the Secretary, experience and expertise in offering programs to assist in the therapeutic readjustment of participants and that such programs will likely assist veterans. Grants cannot exceed $100,000 for a calendar year and shall be used only for the benefit of veterans.  Requires the Secretary to submit to HVAC and SVAC a report detailing the number and amount of grants made during the previous fiscal year, the total number of veterans participating in workshop programs funded by such grants, description of the programs, and the therapeutic benefits to veterans of participation in the various programs funded.  Authorizes $2,000,000 to be appropriated to carry out this section each fiscal year.  The authority of the Secretary to make a grant shall terminate on September 30, 2011.
2. Creates a grant program that authorizes the Secretary to provide innovative transportation options to veterans living in rural areas.  Allows grants awarded to be used by State veterans’ service agencies, veterans service organizations, and nonprofits to help veterans living in rural areas travel to VA medical centers.  The maximum grant under this section may not exceed $50,000.  The recipient of a grant is not required to provide matching funds.  Authorizes $3,000,000 to be appropriated for each fiscal year, 2008-2012.
3. Provides for permanent treatment authority for participants in Department of Defense chemical and biological testing conducted by Deseret Test Center (including Project Shipboard Hazard and Defense)
4. Extends the expiring collection authorities from 2007 until 2009 for health care copayments and medical care cost recovery
5. Authorizes the Secretary to carry out programs to provide peer outreach services, peer support services, and readjustment and mental health services to Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OEF/OIF) veterans.  Authorizes the Secretary to contract with community mental health centers in areas not adequately served by VA.  To the extent practicable, such contracts should employ veterans, use telehealth services, 

participate in training programs, comply with protocols of VA, submit annual reports to the Secretary, and meet other requirements of the Secretary.  Directs the Secretary to contract with nonprofit mental health organizations to train OEF/OIF veterans in outreach and peer support.  Directs the Secretary to conduct training programs for clinicians that have contracts with VA
6. Expands the counseling services for at risk veterans programs to at least 12 locations. Extends authority for programs to September 30, 2011.
7. Requires the Secretary to ensure that VA domiciliary programs are adequate in capacity and safety to meet the needs of women veterans.
8. Authorizes the Secretary to provide financial assistance to eligible entities to provide supportive services for very low-income veteran families residing in permanent housing. Allows the Secretary to give preference to an entity that provides or coordinates supportive services for very low-income veteran families who are transitioning from homelessness to permanent housing.  The Secretary shall ensure that financial assistance is equitably distributed across geographic regions, including rural communities and tribal lands.  Requires eligible entities to apply to the Secretary for financial assistance.  Authorizes the Secretary to provide training and technical assistance to eligible entities that provide supportive services to very low-income veterans.  Authorizes $25,000,000 to be appropriated each fiscal year, of which not more than $750,000 can be used for technical assistance
9. Allows homeless veterans to become eligible for dental care after 30 consecutive days of receiving treatment rather than 60 consecutive days  
10. Makes technical amendments to title 38, United States Code.  
Effective Date:  Date of Enactment.
Cost:  CBO did not have sufficient information about how VA might implement a new program 

           to provide readjustment counseling and mental health care services to recent veterans 

           authorized in H.R. 2874.  CBO estimates that implementing the remainder of H.R. 2874 

           would increase costs by $199 million over the 2008-2012 period, assuming the 

           availability of funds.  Enacting the bill would not affect direct spending or revenues.  

Legislative History:  


June 14, 2007:  Legislative hearing held.

July 11, 2007:  Ordered reported, as amended, by the Subcommittee on Health.


July 17, 2007:  Ordered reported, by the committee on Veterans’ Affairs.


July 27, 2007:  Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-268

July 30, 2007:
Passed the House under suspension by voice vote.
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